
 

COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLE 
GUIDELINES 

CLASS A CDL REQUIRED:  ANY COMBINATION OF 
VEHICLES WITH A GVWR OF 26,001 OR MORE 
POUNDS PROVIDED THE VEHICLE(S) BEING TOWED 
IS IN EXCESS OF 10,000 POUNDS GVWR 

CLASS B CDL REQUIRED:  ANY SINGLE VEHICLE 
WITH A GVWR OF 26,001 OR MORE POUNDS, OR ANY 
SUCH VEHICLE TOWING A TRAILER NOT IN 
EXCESS OF 10,000 POUNDS  
 

CARGO SECUREMENT: 

Articles weighing 10,000 pounds or more require tie-downs at 

all four corners •Wheeled or tracked vehicles over 10,000 

pounds require four direct (anchor) tie-downs and tightening 

devices •Protection is mandatory if a tie-down is at risk of 

abrasion where it touches an article of cargo •Booms must be 

lowered and properly secured •Articles that are likely to roll 

require chocks, wedges, or a cradle •For machinery, anything 

less than 10,000 pounds requires (1) tie down in the front and 

(1) tie down in the rear •To satisfy federal regulations, as long 

as tie downs have a weight rating, you may use chains or straps. 

•Equipment manufacturers typically have their own securement 

specifications and tie down points to be aware of •When in 

doubt, it’s always a good practice to use another chain or strap  

VISIT THE FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY 

ADMINISTRATION WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 

CARGO CONTAINMENT AND GETTING A USDOT# 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/ 

 

 
 

      

     WANTED OFF THE ROAD    

   

UNSECURED or

UNCOVERED 

LOADS $200 FINE



COMMERCIAL VEHICLE GUIDELINES CONT. 

MOST COMMON COMMERCIAL VEHICLE VIOLATIONS: 

• WEIGHT VIOLATIONS: (OVERALL,AXLE,FEDERAL BRIDGE) 

 MGL C90s19A, FINES BASED ON WEIGHT, FINES INCREASE AS 

WEIGHT INCREASES CAN BE ISSUED TO THE DRIVER, OWNER OR 

PERSON THAT LOADED THE TRUCK. WEIGHT PERMIT 

INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AT: 

https://www.mass.gov/commercial-truck-permits 

• UNLICENSED OP. OR OP. VEHICLE OUTSIDE OF LICENSE CLASS: 

(NO CDL WHEN REQUUIRED) MGL C90s10 - CRIMINAL CITATION  

• VEHICLE NOT INSPECTED:  MGL C90s20 - $55,  ISSUED TO OWNER 

OR DRIVER 

• HANDS FREE ELECTRONIC DEVICE: MGL C90s13A - 1ST OFFENSE 

$105, 2ND OFFENSE $255, 3RD OFFENSE $505 ISSUED TO DRIVER 

• UNCOVERED/UNSECURED LOAD: MGL C85s36 - $200, ISSUED TO 

DRIVER  

• NUMBER PLATE MISSING/OBSCURED: MGL C90s6 - $40, ISSUED TO 

OWNER OR DRIVER 

• SPEEDING: MGL C90s17 - MINIMUN OF $105, ISSUED TO DRIVER 

• IMPROPER WINDOW TINT: MGL C90s9A -  $255, ISSUED TO OWNER 

OR DRIVER (WINDOW TINT MUST 35% OR HIGHER) 

• FAILURE TO DISPLAY OWNER MARKINGS OR USDOT#: 

540CMR2.22 - $35, ISSUED TO OWNER OR DRIVER 

• TIRE TREAD DEPTH: MGL C90s7Q - $40 SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES 

ARE HIGHER FINES ISSUED TO DRIVER OR OWNER 

• ***FALSIFYING RESIDENCY FOR 

REGISTRATION PURPOSES TO EVADE TAX 

AND REGISTRATION FEES:*** MGL C90s31/2 - 

$500 OR CRIMINAL CITATION.  ISSUED TO 

OWNER/PRESIDENT/CEO. THIS IS A CRIMINAL 

VIOLATION SUBJECT TO VIOLATION FOR EACH 

TAXABLE YEAR UP TO 3 YEARS. (This law applies 

to registering your vehicles/trailers out of state when you 

are operating in Massachusetts and not conducting 

normal business in the registered state. 

       i.e.  Massachusetts companies registering vehicle(s) and / or trailer(s) out-of-state:                      

 

 

 

 

https://www.mass.gov/commercial-truck-permits


 


